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The mission of Agricultural Education is to prepare and support individuals for careers, build awareness and develop leadership for the food, fiber, and natural resource systems.

FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.

Scope and Goals of Agricultural Education

The Agriculture Program at Cerro Gordo consists of seven courses: Introduction to Agriculture, Ag Power Mechanics, Ag Construction, Horticulture, Ag Business Management, Biological Science Application in Agriculture/Physical Science Applications in Agriculture (alternating years), and an 8th Grade Ag Orientation Class.  A general overview is taught in the Intro to Ag class and specific unit areas follow as students progress through the program.  FFA members and all Intro to Ag students are enrolled in an SAE class.  This class serves as a platform for them to showcase their Supervised Agriculture Experience Program and gain credit for the work involved.  The FFA is implemented as an intra-curricular activity.
The Cerro Gordo High School agricultural education department is dedicated to the development of an educational environment that helps each student grow into a productive, goal-oriented, and critical thinking adult.

The program’s goal is to prepare each student to pursue, obtain, and succeed at entry-level jobs or entrepreneurship in an agriculture field or to further their education beyond Cerro Gordo High School.  Students develop skills necessary in today’s work environment through lecture, problem solving, reading, writing, and hands-on training.  Courses are aligned with the Illinois State Learning Standards as outlined by the District policies and procedures.  FFA Career Development Events (CDE’s) and other major activities are aligned to the Illinois State Learning Standards as well.

Student participation and interaction are provided through planned activities in FFA.  The FFA provides students the ability to test their skills and knowledge against other FFA members at the Section, District, State, and National level.  The FFA also provides training and an avenue for leadership through classes, workshops, exhibitions, and competition.




Enrollment by Course



Course Title

Semester 1

Semester 2


Intro to Ag
20
15


Ag Science
8
8


Ag Power Mechanics
14
13

Ag Construction
5
6


Horticulture
6


Ag Bus Mgmt

13


8th Grade Ag
14
19


Totals
67
74

Course Descriptions

Introduction to the Agricultural Industry
This introductory course provides an opportunity for students to learn how the agricultural industry is organized; its major components; the economic influence of agriculture at state, national and international levels; and the scope and types of job opportunities in the agricultural field.  Both business and agribusiness and production applications are presented.  Basic concepts in animal science, plant science, soil science, horticulture, agricultural resources, agribusiness management, agricultural mechanics, and SOEP Ag Math are included.  Microcomputer applications are introduced.  Students will each conduct some type of supervised occupational experience program while enrolled in this course.

Basic Horticulture Science 
This course is designed to develop knowledge and skills in the following areas:  using soil and other plant growing media; identifying horticultural plants; propagating horticultural plants; basics of growing horticultural plants in greenhouse and nursery settings; constructing, maintaining and using plant-growing structures; operating, repairing and maintaining equipment used in the horticultural field.  Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus.  Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course component for leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts.
Basic Agricultural Mechanics (Ag Power) 

In the course, theory and hand-on experiences provide opportunities for students to develop basic knowledge and skills in agricultural mechanics.  Instructional areas include the basic fundamentals of maintaining and repairing small gasoline engines, basic electrical wiring procedures, welding, woodworking and construction, cold metal work and concrete.  Focus will also include career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts.

Agriculture Science 

This second year course builds on the basic skills and knowledge gained from the introductory course.  Major units of instruction include advanced plant and soil science, advanced animal science and agricultural mechanics skills necessary for maintaining and repairing equipment and/or facilities.  Applied math/science skills are stressed throughout the course.  Microcomputer applications are utilized as they relate to each instructional unit.

Agricultural Construction and Technology 

This advanced course focuses on the knowledge, hands-on skill and work place skills applicable to construction in the agricultural industry.  Major units of instruction include:  personal safety, hand tools, power tools, construction skills used in carpentry, plumbing, electricity, and masonry work.  Students will also expand their skills in welding and small engine overhaul.  

Agribusiness Management 

The capstone course is designed to develop student skills in the areas of advanced agricultural business procedures, establishment of agricultural businesses, managing the agribusiness, financing the agribusiness, marketing and advertising, sales techniques and strategies.  Product knowledge is stressed as it is related to the regional agricultural economic base.

Biological Science Applications in Agriculture (BSAA) 

This course is designed to reinforce and extend students understanding of science by associating scientific principles and concepts with relevant applications in agriculture. Students will examine major phases of animal agriculture and specific biological science concepts that govern management decisions in the animal industry. Topics of study are in the areas of growth and development of animals – embryology, ethology, nutrition, immunity systems, and processing animal products – preservation, fermentation, and pasteurization. Students will examine major phases of plant growth and management in agriculture and the specific biological science concepts that govern management decisions. Topics of study are in the areas of initiating plant growth – germination, plant sensory mechanisms, enzyme action, absorption, and managing plant growth – photosynthesis, respiration, translocation, metabolism, and growth regulation. The course will be valuable preparation for further education and will increase the relevance of science through the applied setting of agriculture by enhancing literacy in science and the scientific process. 
Physical Science Applications in Agriculture (PSAA) 

This course is designed to reinforce and extend students understanding of physical science and the scientific process by associating scientific and math principles and concepts with relevant applications in agriculture. Topics of study are in the areas of scientific investigations, environmental/natural resource systems, agricultural production systems, agricultural structural systems, energy and power systems, agricultural mechanics and machine systems, and food processing systems. The course will be valuable preparation for further education and will increase the relevance of science through the applied setting of agriculture by enhancing literacy in science and the scientific process.
Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) I 
This course is designed to establish knowledge and skills in various agricultural careers.  Students will gain credit by establishing a project at their home, at a local business, or at their school usually after normal school hours.  Example projects may include, but are not limited to:  working at a garden center, raising vegetables/grain/livestock, conducting agriscience experiments in a greenhouse, and training horses at a stable.  Students will be required to verify their experiences by keeping written or computerized records including:  business agreements, budgets, inventories, daily activities, hours worked, income and expenses, total earnings, depreciation, and net worth.  Instructor supervision will be conducted to the student’s home or place of employment.    SAE records should be evaluated at least once per month.   In addition, SAE lessons are integrated in each agricultural course.  SAE participation can lead to fulltime employment, scholarships, and awards through the FFA.
Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) II 

This course is designed to improve and expand knowledge and skills in various agricultural careers.  Students will gain credit by continuing a project at their home, at a local business, or at their school usually after normal school hours.  Students are encouraged to add additional projects, experiences, scope, and growth involving managerial and decision making skills.     Students will be required to verify their experiences by keeping written or computerized records including:  business agreements, budgets, inventories, daily activities, hours worked, income and expenses, total earnings, depreciation, and net worth.  Instructor supervision will be conducted to the student’s home or place of employment.    SAE records should be evaluated at least once per month.  In addition, SAE lessons are integrated into each agricultural course.  SAE participation can lead to fulltime employment, scholarships, and awards through the FFA.

Cerro Gordo FFA Chapter

www.cg-ffa.com
The Cerro Gordo FFA chapter has twenty-nine members and all are strongly encouraged to be active in the FFA.  This past year FFA members have attended many Career Development Events (CDE’s), personal and leadership training, as well as other activities.



Event




Number involved


State FFA Convention (6/8 – 6/10)
1


State FFA Chorus
1


Section 16 FFA Fair (7/8)
2


State FFA Leadership Camp (7/29 – 8/2)
1


District IV Reporter Workshop (9/10)
2


Pork Chop Luncheon (10/11 & 10/18)
10 & 13

National FFA Convention (10/22 – 10/24)
5


Section 16 Dairy Foods CDE (11/25)
4


Christmas On The Hill Parade (12/6)
6


Section 16 Parliamentary Procedure CDE (12/10)
6


Farm Bureau Acquaintance Night (1/26)
6


Section 16 Creed Speaking & Job Interview CDE (2/2)
3


Section 16 State Degree & Star Greenhand Int. (2/5)
2


Section 16 Proficiency Judging (2/12)
5


FFA Day (2/21)
20


District IV Proficiency Judging (3/18)
2


Farm Bureau Youth Conference (4/6)
2


Section 16 Horticulture CDE (4/16)
2


Section 16 Livestock CDE (4/24)
4


State Dairy CDE (4/28)
4


Section 16 Ag Mechanics CDE (hosted) (4/30)
10


Section Elections (1 – Officer – President) (5/7)
3


Section 16 FFA Banquet (5/13)
5

This has been a very busy and productive year.  The FFA chapter, in conjunction with the FFA Alumni Chapter, had an excellent turn out for FFA Day during National FFA Week in which they served breakfast and lunch, had both a silent and live auction, and “42” tournament”.  The FFA chapter also sold pork chop sandwiches for fundraisers.  We will be operating games booths at the Piatt County Fair this summer again and have several service projects in the works.

2008-2009 Officers

President
Nathan Hamm

Vice President
Elise Krause

Secretary
Bri Tipsword

Treasurer
Ben Kitchens
Reporter
Courtney Wildman

Sentinel
Jacob Sullivan

Historian
Alex Gaitros

Student Counsel
Drew Minton

Professional Improvements of the Agriculture Instructor
Professional Organization Membership


Illinois Association of Vocational Agriculture Teachers


National Association of Agriculture teachers


Illinois Association for Career and Technical Education


Life Member FFA Alumni Association

Classes, In-Services and Workshops


National FFA Convention


State FFA Convention


Section 16 Agriculture Instructor In-Service


IAVAT Professional Development Seminars and In-Services


District IV FCAE Summer In-Service


Cerro Gordo In-Services

Planned 2009 Summer Activities

June

Illinois FFA Convention

6/9 – 6/11
Springfield


IAVAT Conference

6/16 – 6/18
Springfield


Piatt County Fair


6/23 – 6/28
Cerro Gordo


SAE Visits

July

Section 16 FFA Fair

7/5 & 7/7
Taylorville


Section 16 Officer Retreat



FFA Leadership Camp

7/28 – 8/1
Monticello


SAE Visits

August

Chapter Officer Retreat



Illinois State Fair


6/14 – 6/23
Springfield


District IV Conference



Lakeland


Section 16 In-Service



SAE Visits

Throughout the summer I will make SAE visits, renew lesson plans, prepare for new courses, work with FFA members and Alumni on service projects, and attend function which will benefit myself, the FFA and the agriculture program here at Cerro Gordo.
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